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May 5 1S04 was the day fixed by Gen
Grant for all the aimies to open hostili-

ties

¬

-
That part of Gen Shermans army

which was to operate directly against Gen
Johnstons forces near Dalton Ga was
stretched out from Decatur Ala through
Ilnntsville Stetenson Bliilgepoit and
Chattanooga1 to Know Hie Gen Sheiman
issued his orders for the concentration of
his forces to begin May 1 at t n clock
a m s At the appointed houcr thejnove
iucnt began

The Third Division rifteenth Corps
Gen John B Smith commanding was as ¬

signed the duty of guarding the Memphis
Charleston Railroad from Decatur Aa

through Ilnntsville Brownboro Taint
Bock Diirhinsvjlle Scottsbuio to Mud
Creek a shoit distance southwest of Stev-
enson

¬

Gen Smith Kept his headquarters at
Huntstille I was ordered to hold the
railroad cast from Brownsboro which
place I then occupied with the 10th Mo
commanded by Col V C Deiinling who
was directed personally tq remain with
a portion of his regiment at Brownsboro
and place JJeut CoL Ilnppel with a
strong force at Paint Itock with interme-
diate

¬

stations I established the head-
quarters

¬

of the brigade at Larkinsville
with the SOth Ohio Licut Col Mthnm
commanding The 17th Iowa Col Clark
B Wcvcr commanding was stationed at
Scottsboro and the With 111 Iicut-Col-Ila- ll

commanding was stationed at Mud
Creek K J

The three regiments which were to
move eastward from Iluntsvillc tvVro to
go by rail The 5Gth III was stationed
nt Whitesbttrg on the Tennessee Kiver
si miles south from nnntsville A fine
macadamized road connected the two
places Whitesbuig being the steamboat
landing for HTliitst illc Col Hall had as
I have heretofore --stated one of the finest
encamnmeiits I cter saw He was to be
relict cd by a Wisconsin regiment whose
Colonel Jiad been informed iy me oi tue
fine Winter quarters which had been
erected by the 50th 111 boS lie was
very anxious that ct erythiug should be
left in as perfect order as possible To
secure this lr telegraphed Col Hall to
have his men move out of their quarters
with their belongings without disturbing
anything so that the relieving regiment
could move in This was done and I was
told by the Colonel afterwards that his
regim nt was delighted to find ever thing
in perfect order ready for their occu-
pancy

¬

I rode down to the railroad depot with
my staff at 530 a m The trains were
being made up and were soon ready for
use Piecisely at G oclock Col nail
marched into the depot grounds at the
head of his regiment The 17th Iowa
nnd SOth Ohio were already drawn np
ready to move These troops all promptly
embarked on the cars carrying with them
necessary camp equipage for temporary
use nntil the wagon train which took he
public road should reach them

lllUIEBSOXS SOLICITUDE

During this busy scene Gen Mcrherson
rode up to the depot He was pleased
with the prompt and active movements
which were going on before him Gen
Mcrherson engaged me in n conversation
Sn regard to the importance pf the duty
assigned to my command He pointed out
that the rebel forces would undoubtedly
undertake to destroy the railroad and
throw trains from the track He said
that the success of the campaign depended
on maintaining this single line of railroad
as we were compelled to rely on it to
transport food and ammunition to the
army

I assured Gen McPherson that I would
guard the railroad as thoroughly as if
could be done with the force in hand that
I would fortify all important points and
police the entire line under my control
every hour day and night

TIU last injunction to me was to pro ¬

hibit in orders citizens from approaching
the railroad track or walking on the
same except at stations warning them
that they would be fired upon without
notice if found loitering along or upon
the railroad

After this interview I parted withGen
McPherson never to see him again He
was killed July 22 1804 in the battle
of that date outside of Atlanta

Our trains moved out in good time nnd
proceeded eastward to their places of dis-

tribution
¬

We passed many regiments
inarching toward Chattanooga The
Spring was upon us We were proceed-
ing

¬

through a well improved and beauti-
ful

¬

country Every soldier enjoyed the
change from camp life to the activities of
the campaign Their spirits were buoy ¬

ant they were full of health and strength
and ready to perform any military duty
that their great leader might enjoin upon
them

Gen Thomas was to occupy the center
On May 4 he was at Kinggold 18 miles
from Chattanooga Jiis right at Lcets
Tanjard and his left at Catoosa Gen
Schofield had reached Bed Clay nnd was
closing up on Thomass Icf while Mc
Phersons advance was near Gordons
Mill followed closely by the balance of
the Army of the Tennessee

THE ARMY MOVES SOOTH

On May 5 the day set by Gen Grant
to open the campaign Gen Sherman rode
out to Ringgold with his staff and body-
guard

¬

On May 0 McPherson and Scho ¬

field took their positions connecting with
Gen Thomas upon the right nnd left On
May 7 Gen Thomas moved in force upon
Tunnel Hill where he found simply a
picket guard of the enemy which he
drove off and took possession of Tunnel
Hill and of the railroad tunnel which
was left intact and uninjured

Trom the top of Tunnel Hill jGens
Sherman and Thomas had a fmo view
of the country south of them The gorge
down which Mill Creek fious and through
which the lailroad to Atlanta is built
is Kuown as Buzzards Boost This
gorge passes through a gap in the moun ¬

tain with steep and rugged cliffs and is
known as Bocky Face Gen Johnston
had thrown a dam across this gorge mak ¬

ing a lake which effectually obstructed
the road On each side ho had placed
batteries on the cliffs and had constructed
extensive works which were occupied by
ins army

The position was naturally strong and
when fortified under the directions of a
man trained in the art of war as was
Gen Johnston it was practically im ¬

pregnable
Before moving to the front of Bocky

Face Gen Sherman foresaw that a di-

rect
¬

attack would be impracticable lie
had therefore planned a movement to the
rear of Johnstons army This movement
was entrusted to McPherson who march ¬

ed down through the country west of the
mountain range with his force of 23000
men and on the morning of May 0 found
the entrance to Snake Creek Gap unde ¬

fended and the roadway unobstructed lie
marched into ana through the gap meet-
ing

¬

no lesistancc When he reached the
open country ho met a brigade of Wheel
ers cavalry which had beeu sent down
from Dalton to hold the gap but they ar- -
nvcu too late to mteiicre witn Uen Mc¬

phersons movements McPherson
promptly throw forward a portion of Gen
Dodges command who drove the enemy
after a brief skirmish Gen Dodge
marched forward with his command to
srard tho railroad

Ho moved upon Besaca and developed
a considerable fore in the works He was
met by a strong skirmish line and au ar--
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tillery lite ftom tho forts Lieut Col
Phillips was dispatched with his mounted
reghient to sfnke the iniliond further
north He ipk hod a point on the iulroad
near Tillon and tore down the telegraph
wiie but was met by a Confederate force
and was unable to destroy the liilroad
tuck After skirmishing until ncnly
dnk Gen McPheisnn withdrew his
forces and took a position for the night
betwepir Sugar Valley and the east end
of the gap

Gen McPherson informed Gen Sher¬

man by cornier of his success in retching
the lenr of Johnstons army and of his
action of May 0 On the morning of May
10 he had his engineers select a line for
fortifications and a large foice of men
worked all day upon these defenses

In the meantime Gen Kilpatrick lcpoit
cil tvith his caalry to McPherson Gen
Williams moved nn to the west end or the
gap with his division of infantry and Jen
Garrard readied Aillitiow with his cav
aliy whih Gen Hooker was on his way
to support McPherson

Gen Sherman had expected McPliei son
to ciptmc Besica and lirmlj establish
himself on the railroad and force Johnston
to abandon his it oiks at Bocky Face

r5

--

t TOP THEY HAD A TINE VIEW HUZZAltPS

While Gen McPherson was fwtifyhig
his position in front of the cntiancc to the
gap the Confederate cavalry became some ¬

what bold They established a line of
skiimishers and pickets about seven miles
in length so as to observe every move-
ment

¬

pf the Union forces
Gen McPherson however decided not

to attack but to fortify and hold the
mouth of Snake Creek Gap and await
the anivnl of the balance of the army
and he sa advised Gen Sherman

Gen Johnston had been informed of the
presence of a large force in his rear but
held on to Bocky Face nnd seemed indis ¬

posed to withdraw On May 11 Gen
Sherman dispatched two letters to Gen
McPherson as follows

May 11 18C4 Morning
Mnj Gcn McPherson

General I received by courier in the
night yours of 5 and 030 p m of yes-
terday

¬

You now have your 23000 men nnd
Gen Hooker is in close support so that
you can hold all Jos Johnstons army
in check should he abandon Dalton He
cannot afford to abandon Dalton for he
has fixed it up on purpose to receive us
and he observes that we are close at hand
waiting for him to quit He cannot afford
a detachment strong enough to fight you
as his army will not admit of it

Strengthen your position fight for any¬

thing that comes nnd threaten the safety
of tho railroad all the time But to tell
the truth I would rather the enemy wonld
stay in Dalton two more days when he
may find in his rear a larger party than
be expects in an open field At all events
we can then choose our own ground and
ho will be forced to move out of his
works I do not intend to put a column
into Buzzard Boost Gap at present See
that you are in easy with
me and with all After to
dav the supplies will be at Binggold

Yours W T SUEBMAN
May 11 1SC4 Evening

Gen McPherson Siiar Valley
General The indications are that John-

ston
¬

is evacuating Dalton In that etent
Howards Corps and the cavalry will pur-
sue

¬

all the lest will follow jour route I
will be down early in the morning

Try to strike him if possibe about the
forks of the road

Hooker must be with you now and you
may send Gen Garrard by Suramenille
to threaten Bonie and that flank I will
cause all the lines to be felt at once

W T SHEBMAN
JOHNSON ESCArES

On May 11 Gen Sherman found that
Gen Johnston was his forces
wheieupon he ordered all of Thomass and
Schofields troops except tho Fourth
Corps now commanded by Gen O O
Howard to join McPherson

Gen Hownrd was left behind to watch
the enemy and follow and attack him if
opportunity offered

On May 1 and 13 Gen Sherman had
passed through Snake Creek Gap with his
great army and moved forward toward
Besaca Gen Johnston had already as ¬

sembled his army at Besaca and had con-
structed

¬

an extensile system of riflo pits
for the protection of his position

Besaca Is on the north bank of the Oos
tenaula Biver which is a deep bold
stream formed by the junction of the
Coosawutec and Connesauga Bivers about
a mile above the town The former of
these streams flows from the cast the lat-
ter

¬

from the north Gen Johnsons line
of defense from right to left extended
river to river nnd with the forts and rifle
pits constituted a formidable work

On May 14 Shermans army had estab-
lished

¬

a strong lino west and north of the
town Thomas in the center Mcrherson
on the right Schofield on tho left Two
pontoon bridges had been thrown across
the Oostcnnula three miles below Besaca
to afford a crossing to threaten the rail-
road

¬

at Calhoun set en miles below Be-
saca

¬

Gen Garrard with his Cavalry Divi-
sion

¬

had dispatched on the Borne
road west of the Oostenaula with orders
to cross tho river if possible and seize nnd
destroy the railroad at soma point below
Calhoun nnd above Kingston

The 15th day of May witnessed a bloody

jI-
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battle at Besaca AH day long the entire
line of bherman s forces Dressed at all
points The roar of cannon nnd the rattle
of musketry was almost continuous the
rebel forces acting entirely on the defen
sive lipid their woils with great gallan-
try

¬

Lata in the afternoon McPherson
moved his whole line of battle torn aid
seizing n ridge which oerlooked the town
The railroad bridge nnd the wooden bridge
oer the Oostenitili Riter were in full

iew and became targets for Mclhei sons
aitilleiy Gen Johnston sought to legiin
this lost giouml his troops made a num-
ber

¬

of gallant assaults upon Mclliersons
lire hat were each time lepulsed with
heavy loss Gen Howard with the Fourth
Corps had followed Gen Johnston down
fiom Bocky Fare and was in line on the
left Jen Stonemans Pitisiem of Cav
nhy had also nut in an appearance and
foinied on the left of Gen Howud east of
tho Connesaugi Biver

On the afternoon of May l Gen John ¬

ston renli7cd that he was court ontcd by a
laigely superior force and that his line of
k treat ncioss his bridgis was likely to be
dcstiojul su nn the liij ht of that elit he
withdrew his army from Besica and set
the budge s on lire

While Gen Johnston lost heavily in kill-
ed

¬

and wounded in the battle of Itesaei
he withdrew his army in good order sav¬

ing all of his artillery and supply tiains
The lino of retieit was southwaid along
reads pauilcl with the l iili uul

Gen Sheiman took possesion of Besa ¬

ca at da light May 15 The Union loss
in this battle was 000 killed and 75
wounded

RilKRMAN PIS vrroiNTKa

Gen Sheiman lost no time in arianging
for the pursuit of Johnstons letieating
airiv

Gen Jeff C Dais with his illusion
was Inn lied down the wind to Borne In
supioit Gen Girratd McPherson crossed

aM urrTa fecit

W
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of

communications
headquarters

withdrawing

from

been

the Oostenaula over the two pontoon
bridges three miles south of Besaca
Thomas repaired the bridge nt Besaca and
constructed a floating bridge over these
he ciossed his army Schofield and Hook-
er

¬

miiching east and south crossed the
Connesaiigi and Coosewatee at fouls
abovo their junction On the afternoon of
May 10 the forces of Thomas and Mc¬

Pherson formed n junction at Calhoun
seieu miles south of Bcsacn They weie
now hot upon the trail of Johnstoi s le
treating army

Gen Sherman was very much disap ¬

point d in the results of this great open ¬

ing movement of his campaign He had
confident expected to inflict a staggering
blow upon Gen Johnstonb army He le
lied upon Gen McPherson to captuie Be ¬

saca or if he failed in that he would
sei70 the railroad between Besaca and
Tilton and fortify his position so as to re-
sist

¬

nny attack that Gen Johnston might
make McPherson of course was expect ¬

ed to rely upon thr active co operation of
Thomas and Schofield Gen Sherman be-
lieved

¬

that Gen Johnston could be forced
to abandon the railroad which was his
sole dependence for the transportation of
supplies and retrent with his shattered
army east and south This is what Gen
Sherman says upon this snliject Mc ¬

Pherson had startled Johnston in his fan-
cied

¬

security but had not done the full
measure of his work He had in hand
23000 of the best men of the army and
could have walked into Besaca then held
only by a small brigade or he ould have
placed his whole force astride the railroad
aboe Besaca and there have easily with-
stood

¬

the attack of all of Johnstons army
with the knowledge that Thomas and
Schofield were on his heels Had he done
so I am certain that Johnston would not
have ventured to attack him in position
but would have retreated eastward brSpring Place and we should have cap-
tured

¬

half his army and all his nrtillcry
nnd wagons at the very beginning of the
campaign

Such an opportunity does not occur
twice in a single life but nt the critical
moment McPherson seems to havn been
a little timid Still he was peifertlv jus ¬

tified by his orders and fell back anil as-
sumed

¬

an unassailable defensive position
in Sugar Valley on the Besaca side of
Snake Creek Gap

It seems quite clear now that Gen
Johnston h also open to criticism for fail-
ing

¬

to fortify and securely hold Snake
Creek Gap

Besaca could be rendu d through this
gap oter good count y roads from Chatta-
nooga

¬

through Iafajetto and Ships Gap
and could also be reached from Binggold
by marching down Dogwood Valley to
Villauoiv thence through Snake Creek
Gap to Besaca

Snalo Creek Gap is the only break in
the Chattoogata Mountain south of Dal-
ton

¬

This gap is six miles long The road
running through this gap and Ships Gap
near Lafayette was well kuown to all
citizens It was through this gap that
Gen Bragg communicated with the- - rail-
road

¬

from Lafayette when he witiidrew
from Chattanooga to that placo before the
battle of Chickamauga

The mountains gaps and roads of north-
ern

¬

Georgia were laid down on every mili-
tary

¬

map issued by the Engineer Depart-
ment

¬

of both armies I have before me
now as I write tho military map which
was furnished me early in the Atlanta
campaign Tho route to the rear of Gen
Johnstons army at DrIton is as plain as
day I can state from personal observa ¬

tion that ona brigade of infantry with two
batteries of artillery could have been post-
ed

¬

and fortified in that gap so as to have
resisted Gen McPhersons nrmy But
Gen Johnston adoDted no meisnren tnr
the defense of the gap not a tree was
lenea across tuo wagon road no fortifica-
tions

¬

were constructed for cither artillery
or infantry

Gen McPherson entered and passed
through tho gap without firing a gun itwas not until his advance came out into
the open that they were met by the Con ¬

federate cavalry just arriving from Dal-
ton

¬

While en Sherman would no doubt
nave flanked Johnstons position at Bocky
Fax if he had failed In umrlni no
sage through Snake Creek Gap hid diffl- -
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culties wotjldhave been greatly increased
As it was within 10 days from the data
he reached Gen- - Johnstons front ho had
dislodged him from a formidable position
had foughjPamY won the battle of Besaca
hud put Johnstons army in fall retreat
and had possession of the railroad

To be continued

THAT LITfLE MlX UP AT FORT GREGQ

The LlyelyPart Taken by the 10th Conn

IlniTon National TnmuNE I desire
to state through your columns the part
taken by ihelOth Conn in the capture
of Fort Greg- - on April 2 18Co

During henight of April 1 the Sixth
Coips had taken the first line of works
defending Petersburg and several thou-

sand

¬

prisoners and the enemy had con- -

centinted within the second line for their
last desperate defense The First Divi
sion of the Twenty fourth Corps com ¬

manded by Gen Bobcrt S Foster who
now lies in Indianapolis was given the
advance on the morning of the 2d with
oiders to take Fort Gregg which had
been pioperly styled the Key to Peters-bui- -

The First Brigade composed of the
10th Conn 21th Mass 11th Me and
KJOUi X Y took thejead the 10th Conn
being assigned the position of honor Co

K commanded hy dipt Parker deploy-
ing

¬

as skirmishers
Fort Giegg was the strongest of a line

of detached works was vital to Lees
position and was defended by several
handled dioscu men mid two cannons and
was suriounded by a deep ditch contain
ii g mud and water

To reach this fort we had to chargn
an oss an open plain not only in the face
of a weil dnectcd file from the fort but
also subject to a cioss lne upon both
Hanks At this time I was a Coipoiu
on the color guard A Seigeant ciiiing
our blue State flag fell wounded anil
Piitntc Geoige W Phillips and mjself
giaspcd the colois and I shouted Let
our flag be the first on the fort We inn
with it to the south angle helping one an ¬

other to ciimli up the sand wall of t lie
fort Pi hate Winlicld F Works of Co
IC was the third mill to come up jelling
at the tup of his uiiie Eery Inave man
this wi our flag is on the fort 1

this time quite a number of men hud
waded tluough the mud and in a minute
moe had joined us I saw two other
coloi beaiiis leach the fort and jump in
onlv to fill dead on their colois

For uioie than 20 inniites the obstinate
eremy disputed possession with our bri ¬

gade and not until some of the Second
Diusion nun curc up on the run did we
owiouie the dcspcinto defense and enter
the fort which was dually taken b using
the musket butt as well as the baouet
Our legimcnt lost 118 Idled and wounded

n oie than one thiid of its iiuiiiliei
Lieut Col Goodcu fell in front badly
wouuded and has since certified that out
State ling was the first one planted on thepau ct

Our Chapliin Heniy Chi Tiumbiiil
wtote an account of the affair for one of
the Hartfoid papers and since mentioned
it in his book War Memories of a Chap ¬

lain and ilJieConnecticut Historical So
iety has made a iccoid of it This lias

was an entilelv new one hnung been pie
si nted to fts by the dear ones at home
and after flicMiiltU it was found to con
tain 2i bullet holes thiee 1 eing in th
staff we belt JiieceTved a Injouet wound
and was nlro stunk bv a iok or IniiA
during h Jiand tn hand fight nt the dos- -

oi me iiigTgeiucnr uur corps comm m
der Gen Jfthn4iihlHiii wlf nnn ut jj
Arlington Qenntcry pic xiited us with n
imme cngiy imjepmcr me one sjrt riom
flic too or the Ftalr The following di
April 3 Gen Grant isited us and asKi
to see the horswho carrirtl that flag
handed the Har to one of his Ads m
he romilcdithehnllpt holes in it nml niGrant soiriSflwd s honld h ue medals of
nonor lliimp pint imtJelf were madi
sergeants mmiu hall the privilege ofearning tnatlln home and depositing it
ii me --Mnie uonse at llartrord Conn
wheie it now is

uniriiie i uiuips ins ror nrmv u-n-- s

been a coffee planter in one of thp South
monrnn icepuDlics Comrade Works i

a derk in the Pension Buieaii at W ist
ington niidtChaplain Trumbull is one of
cm- - cuiiors oi me ssimclar School Tunesnubli hed in Philadelphia JosKrii EpAT MKLfE Postmaster West Salem

is

Operations Around Cnattarocra
EntToit National Tiiihunk Gen

Green B Baum is mistaken when In
states that the Annv of the Tennessee
saw sen ice in more States than anv other
aimy as the Army of the Ciimbeilaud
was in nil the States named by the Gen
eial and Ohio besides so we will go him
one better I do not mean to say that all
of the Auny of the Cumberland was in all
the States named but some part of it saw
sen ice in all the Statis claimed by Gen
I nun and Ohio as well

I am surprised that a man as well post ¬

ed as Gen Baum should still give to Gen
Giant the honor of planning the Browns
Pciry expedition Gen Grant claims he
honor nnd so did Gen AV F Smith but
the facts arc that the plan was conceited
by Gen Bosccrans nntLjvas under way
when he was relict ed

I quote from a letter written by Gen
Bosccrans published in the North Ameri ¬

can Bet ietv for December 18S5 This let-
ter

¬

was written in replv to a letter of Gen
Giants and published in the Centurv
Bosecians siys The plan wns talked
oter with Gen Thomas and Gen H E
Coulton and a co- - of the sk tch was sent
to Gen Hooker who was told to huiry up
his transportation ns rapidly as possible
so that ciossing the Tennessee Biver he
would be able to subsist his troops diioct
ly from Bridgeport On the 13th of Oc-
tober

¬

Gen W F Smith accompanied me
in a ride along this unite and the Tennes ¬

see near Browns Ferry We returned
about sunset when I found the telegram
awaiting me which relieved me from com ¬

mand etc
The Century article bv Gen Giant

sas That night Oct 21 I Gen Giant
issued the orders for opening the loute to
Bridgeport AH the preliminaries for
these oiders had been detailed to him by
nie at Stetenson No intelligent lendei
can fail to see that the intention of the
writer of the Century articles is to have it
pass for history that it was his plan This
fiaud this lie has been floating before the
public for 20 odd years but it is explicitly
nailed to thorpillory by the opening para ¬

graph of Genr Thomass ofticial report
wherein hosays In pursuance of the
plan of Gen Bosecrans the execution of
which had been deferred until Hookers
transportation could be set etc

Besides this a committee appointed to
intestigate this plan as reported in The
National Tribune some months since de
uded unanimously in favor of Gen Bosc-
crans

¬

Why is jt that in the face of all
this evidence peopi wil eontinue to give
the credit to thetwrong man

The statement that Gen Bosecrans in-

tended
¬

to surrender Chattanooga lias no
foundation in fact I do not believe such
a thing wasi ever thought of by any man
or oillcer in Chattanooga and much less
by Gen Bosecrans I quote again from
the letter referred to The author of the
Century article says that he telegraphed
to Gen Thomas to hold Chattanooga at
all hazards I well remember the sur-
prise

¬

nnd indignation with which Thomas
and I tiewed it We regarded it as an
aspersion on the Armyof the Cumberland
and its commanders founded either in ig-

norance
¬

or malice We had as little idea
of abandoning Chattanooga as anybody in
the world

Gen Baum says that W F Smith es-
tablished

¬

a saw mill The fact of it is
that Col Stanley of the 18th Ohio repair-
ed

¬

tho saw mill and had nearly lumber
enough out for two pontoon bridges before
W F Smith arrived on the scene

The facts are that the capture of Chat-
tanooga

¬

was the grandest piece of strategy
of the war The per cent of losses at
Chickamanga was the greatest of any
battle of the war and the results obtained
surpassed those of any other campaign of
mo war juEA rrmaHT 1st Sergeant
Co D 65th Ohio Coupeville Wash

THE AMERICAN TROTTER

Marvellous Achievements of Cresccns

With Record of 2 minutes 1 Seconds

It is perhaps due to tho speedways
more than to any other one thing that the
trotting horse now reigns supreme on the
American race course and that he has a
just claim to the title of king of the turf
Thero is no better example to be found
than the wonderful Crcsceus George B
Ketchum8 famous 2min 2V4SCC trotter
who has by bis marvellous achievements
won world wide fame

It needs but n glance back nt the fa-

mous
¬

trotters of the past and then a
rapid suney of Cresceuss record to re
teal the entire story of tho riso of the
trotting horse in America the wonderful
progt ess he has gained nnd the foothold he
lias secured in 50 years

Bob White of 1810 and Maud S of
1S70 both stars of their times could not
hold a caudle to the beloved Cresceus the
2min 2sec king and whose owner
claims that he will be the sire of the two
minute horse

It is now the ambition of every trainer
to produce n two minute trotter and
Kctchum claims that Crcsceus la capable
of In caking his own recorel and winning
the glory to this end he is being trained
tried nnd entered with all the star racers
of tho country

the training of a racer and the keeping
him in good condition arc no sunplo tasks
for these thoroughbred cquincx are as ner
touV whimsical and susceptible to heat
and cold as is the most delicately nurtured
child

Their homes are luxuriously fitted up
stables where the sanitary arrangements
aie all of the be st and where the floors
stalls etc lie flooded with an antiseptic
solution each day

Thev are beautiful specimens of Ameri ¬

can nicliiteduie many of them being
legular stone palaces and a stranger
would be mole apt to think these impos ¬

ing stone stntctuies with their cupolas
and ton eis weie the homes of some inulti
niillioitnif than able to realire that they
aie stables where famous tiotting horses
aie hied and trained

The interior of the buildings is as
magnificent as the exterior The stalls
walks Pooling and in fact the entire
tnod ttoik ale of haul wirfid highly pol ¬

ished He avv Brussels carpets line the
aisles bciutifulh -- framed oil paintings
fiom master brushes and choice steel cn
gi ii tings king upon the walls

The windows aie heaty plate glass and
the entile furnishings of the stalls and
fcid looms are of materials of the highest
grrde

The stalls are keni warm in winter
with stenm heat while electric fans cre ¬

ate ool breees in the hot Summer
months

The hoiss aie cnrriid combed and
tubbed down before they leit e the stables
and again whentlicy come luck after bev
itigcxeieised Veteiiuaiy singulis are con ¬

stantly in attendance aid the instant a
hoise shows the slightest sign of illness
he is put en the sick lirt and goes under
the doc tms c aie

He is treated and coixcd back to per-
fect

¬

health again before he is exercised
with the other animals Every precau ¬

tion is tal en to pretent the spiead of a
disease nml iiilncuz1 po pievalent among
tlie equine race U guarded against most
ligoiouxly the stables being so con-
st

¬

mini and regulated as to prevent
di nights

Etery table connected with a large
American stock aim is well supplied with
baidagcs ard Miuport and the horses
Ie s aic examined eteiy d it to ascertain
whe the r or not any of the bins are weak
and if so they aie immediately bandaged
and tippoitcd

Gieat cne is taken to pretent sores
from for nothing usoc up the
-- ticngth of a hose so quickly or spoils
i ueer as do liiiiniug sore which arc
frequently raii cil from a chafed portion
of the lody being neglected

After a laee as soon as the horse leaves
the track the tiainer stands ready With
bucket water and ipongennd after rub-
bing

¬

him down covers him with a blanket
aid leads him up and down until he cools
off

Before a race great care must be exer-
cised

¬
to keep the hoisp calm nrthing is

eier done to irritate or excite him all his
whims me catered io and he is huinoied
as much as any spoiled child for the
tiainer lealics that if his horses temper
becomes nifllid befcue the race he tvill notget the best from him when he goes upon
the track

Cresceus an excellent example of the
American trotter is a wonderful horse in
many was Aside fiom bis phenomenal
speed his career is full of interest and
lonianee Put the beast out of his suf-
fering

¬

Tim a bullet or a blow which- -
Lever is Mil est Id rather ride Cresceus

to the finish of a record breaker than go
to Ilcatcn These two icniarks made
by Geoige Kctchum the owner of the
famois Ciescens tell is eleailv and
terselv as j essible of the rise of the
worlds fnoiite fion a sick indolent coltto di iiupiou tiotter of the 20th century

With the leecnt nchictcnicnts of thisstar of the tuif almost eiertone who
cares mi thing about thv noblest animal
in the brute cieition is conversant but
few-- aie those who can claim an intimateacquaintance withthe game stallion or
tyho ran trace back his history to the
time when he wns a youngster frisking
around his sire the well known much
loved and now deceased Bobert Mc-
Gregor

¬

It is a startling revelation but true
that Kctchum was within an ace of never
owning Ctesceus and when he became a
member of the Kctchum farm his owner
oulercd him to be shot

It was just by chance that the tiainer
secured Mnbc1 the mare of Cresceus she
was owned by James Dority a well
known Western trainer wlm bml
much fame on tho turf and was of thesame stock as the famous tiotter Nightin ¬

gale who as a four-ycu-o- made a mile
in --nun Jisec which was then eonsid
eien a very wonderful peiformance Be¬

cause of the rdationship to this hoise
when James Dority died Mr Ketchum de¬
cided to make a bid for Mabel This was
iti 1802 nnd tho sale took place at a pub ¬
lic lltiptmli ill Plrtln sttiwnUU vnimHe expected to pay about a thousand
dollars for the mare and would not have
considered ner a bad bargain even at thatfigure The competing bidder was Dr JNewton of Toledo Ohio who with apartner Mr Bundall was bidding jointly
for the mare Tluough some confusion on
their part each thinking the other wasdoing the bidding and neither one seeing
Ketchums nod the mare was knocked
down to the latter for two hundred andfifty dollars Both Newton nml Tenmliti
thought the bid was to their account and
Kieil was ineir consternation when they
found that Ketchum had secured the
prize and nt such a figure It was thegreatest bargain of the day

Shortly after securing Mabel he pur-
chased

¬

Bobert McGregor the famous
monarch of the home stretch and a sire
of great race horses which the world will
ever remember McGregor did not how-
ever

¬

come into his possession for a mere
song as did Mabel but he was worthmany times his cost

Crcsceus was the son of Mabel and Mc-
Gregor

¬

and an unattractive measly little
colt he was Kctchum wns disgusted and
paid very little attention to the disap-
pointing

¬

Cresceus until ho wns about a
ear old then a severe attack of epizootic

with which he was stricken brought him
directly under his owners notice He was
blistered nnd doctored nnd watched sim-
ply

¬

because no lover of horses can endure
seeing an animal suffer and no matter
how mean his stock or how poor the qual-
ities

¬

he displays he always endeavors to
take the best care of a horse

Despite the attention given him Cres-
ceus

¬

in some manner managed to rub the
blister off over the half door of his stall

i ana cnnie an neci so mat ms windpipe
im exposed A more angry --looking sore

a horse never Buffered from He pre¬

sented such a horrible appearance that
Ketchum ordered him to be shot He was
only a trotter and trotters had not even
then as late as 1803 fame enough on the
track to make them the recognized kings
of today Had be been a runner or pacer
It is very likely his death warrant would
not have been isaned

Tim Muren the trainer however hav-
ing

¬

a soft spot in his horse loving heart
for poor Cresceus put off the animals ex-
ecution

¬

until the next morning when he
was so much improved that ho was al-
lowed

¬

to live
After recovering from the nttack of epi-

zootic
¬

which was so nearly his finish
Crcsceus developed ino a strong sturdy
but fnr from attractive looking colt nnd
although be commenced to show signs of
possessing nt least a fair stride Ketchum
did not seriously consider putting him on
the track until his training wns pretty
well under way

Trainer and owner worked him the
Winter he was coming two years old
Muren for some mysterious reason taking
a special interest in him nnd urging on his
training

That Winter was n severe one with
plenty of snow nnd Ketchum drove Cres-
ceus

¬

frequently on the white ground beat-
ing

¬

the best horses in Toledo among them
Charlie Ford 2min 12sec Still Ketch ¬

um did not look with nny confidence upon
him as a winning trotter

He was started In two races as a ld

and in the Fall showed a very
fast mile over the Erie track He was
again worked nil the following winter on
the snow- - but he did not eem to improve
very much lacking a burst of speed but
when he was entered nnd started in two
races at Tiffin in scoring for the first race
it was discovered that he seemed to learn
the gamo very quickly and came to his
speed rapidly From that time on he
learned to rac6 nnd det eloped very fast

Feeling confident after this exhibition
that he had much specs Kctchum then
started to wnik him with the sole idea of
so conditioning him ns to earn- - his clip
for the entire mile and during that whole

ear---hc wan then a three-year-ol- d

worked him heats of n mile and n half
but neter cTiove him faster than 2min
30sec clip with one exception nnd that
was when preparing him for his great
race at Columbus He then was worked
one mile in 2min 20sec but it took his
life to go that pace His owner would
however work him until he was tired in
miles from 2min dOVec to 2min 30sec
Icting him step from the set en eighths
pole mound to the next half mile pole
In tBis way he learned to come home
and it muscled him up for long races
Short after this he was started in the
2inin 20sec class at Columbus Ohio and
wns serond jn a field of aged horses Pat
Wilson winning the race in 2min 12VJ
sec Undoubtedly Crcsceus could have
gone seven I seconds better in that race
had Kctchum possessed a little more con-
fidence

¬

in him
Fiom Columbus he-- went to Fort

Wine Inch and trotted the memorable
eight heat race against The Monk Eagle
Flanagan and 10 others w inning the sith
seventh and eighth heats and obtaining
the record for his age 2min llVJsec
From the way in which he lasted in this
race he convinced Ketchum that he was
right in his method of training viz giving
him his work in mile and a half heats

After that he trotted successfully atSrncusp Boston and New- - York winning
in all these places against the flower of
the land

One thing was learned while training
him as n four- - ear old tliat he pould not
continue to be torked heajs of a mile
and a half each and get all the speed out
of him in races that he wished He
would always save too mueh leserve speed
to go the extra In If iniUvmnl he would
not come fiom the three quarter pole home
at a winning gait So as a
his trainer stopped tvoiking him farther
than r mile and when he i cached the
wire would stop him nt once After do-
ing

¬

this several times he would then trot
the mile as fast as desired

The iccord breaker is not a beauty
from many standpoints In the first
place he is a sorrel instead of the much
lot ed black and although he is from his
trainers point of view tlu most pcifect
animal that ever stood on fourlegs there
is nlwats a nmrmtir of disappointment
when Cresceus comes on thei turf

When first brought uut he lounges
about the track yawns in a most lazy
fashion and the laymen have great dif-
ficulty

¬

in persuading themselves that this
indolent looking beast is the famous Crcs-
ceus

¬

He is a foxy animal and this ap-
parent

¬

la7incss is only his clever wav of
saving nis strength and nerve force fori
the coining race

His likes and dislikes are just as pro-
nounced

¬

as his speed For example he
has the utmost contempt for Mike the
Tramp the vetenn pacemaker who real-
ly

¬

deserves much credit for having cur-
ried

¬

Cresceus oter many a fast mile
So violent is thc whimsical trotters dis ¬

like for the pacemaker that he wears blin-
ders

¬

in all his trials against time to pre-
tent

¬

him from catching a glimpse of the
equine object of his hatred Strand Mag-
azine

¬

Nebraska Ladles of the C AE
i7Drron Natioval TnimrvK The 11th An

mul Contention of the Ljilles of the O A
It of the Dcpirtment of Nebraska held at
Omaha May 2 and 23 was an enjoyable
meeting The foHotlng officers were elected
1res Mrs llittle Vaughn Lincoln S V P
Mrs rj Metcnlf Omaha T V 1 Mrs Ida
Stroup Ord Treas Mrs i Ittclimonil Mln
den Sec Mrs Alice Mottlirav Lincoln
Chaplain Mrs Alice Ilrltt Omaha Cond
Mrs Lottie 1a tou Hastings J jjrd Mrs
Inez flarton Omaha Insp Mrs WUda Nich-
ols

¬

Scrlhiier e Mrs Alice
Trucl Lincoln Delegites Mrs ICt lie Martin
Stockbnm Mrs S A Devoe Greenwood
Mrs O I Htcknnn rilrmount Counselor
M s 31 31 Stull Lincoln Council of Admin-
istration

¬

31m It J Woods Seward Irs
Agues Hayes Omaha and Jlrs Minx Plumb
Lincoln Alternates 3Irs Inez Oarlon Oma
hi 3Irs Lula Woods Setranl Airs Xnra
Biggins Hastings and Sliss Fairy Ripley
Omiha

Sirs Sarah 3Iason Past National Senior
Vice President installed the otllceTs 31rs
W i Hrssu Department Correspondent
North Platte Neb

Fire Destroys Post Hall
Past Commander T II fuller of Saratoga

springs i writes that the hall of Luther
M Wheeler Post 2 Saratog i Sprlugs was
destroccl b tire the morning of June 9 The
loss Is estimated at 3000 The Posts li-

brary
¬

paraphernalia war relies pictures
cauiptire equip ige and uniforms which the
comrades hid been collecting for the past 25
years were destrojed

Work of tho Pension Office
The report of certificates issned for the

week ended June 7 shons
Army Iutalid Original 7 Increase 2CC

reissue C5 restoration 3 renewal 43 sup-
plemental

¬

i duplicate 0 accrued 03 Total
4D1

Army nnrses Original 1
Army widows etc Oilglnil 2 reissue

1 renewal 10 supplemental 1 duplicate C
accrued 2 Total 102

Navy Invalid Original 2 reissue 2 ac-
crued

¬
C Total 10

Navy widows etc Original 3 Increase
1 Total 1

Army invalids war with Spain Original
S3 Increase 3 restoration 1 accrued 1
Total 03

Army widows etc war with Spain Ori-
ginal

¬

2L
Navy Invalids war with Spalu Original

6 reissue 2 Total 8
Navy widows etc war with Spain Ori-

ginal
¬

1
Anay Invalids act of June 27 1S90 Ori-

ginal
¬

2SG Increase G32 additional - r- -
I issue 20 renewal 27 supplemental 3 dupll- -

wticf U akviutu --lit 1UIUI JOUArmy widows etc act of June 27 1S00
Original 333 Increase 3 reissue 3 supple-
mental

¬

4 duplicate 1 accrued 3 Total
352

Navy Invalids act of June 27 1S00 Origi-
nal

¬

17 Increase 4 additional 1 accrued 12
Total 31

Navy widows etc act of June-- 21 ISDOl
Original 18

War of 1812 Widows Increase 1
Mexican war survivors Increase 1 reis ¬

sue 6 accrued 2 Total 0
Mexican war widows Original 4
Indian wars 1832 1342 survivors Orlgl

nal 1
Indum wars 1S32 1842 survivors Origi-

nal
¬

2
Totals Original 847 Increase 011 addi-

tional
¬

138 reissue BD restoration 8 re
newal 110 supplemental 12r duplicate 27
accrued 09 Total 2475MfMyhW

WITH THE 5th IND CAV

Operations Against Morgan and Plfbtla
Aroand Bristol lenn

Editor Natiokai Tribune Thanks
to Comrade C W Miller of Co Q 5th
Ind Car for the best version of the bat-
tle

¬

defeat and capture of most of Gen
Morgans command at Ilufilngton Island
July 19 1SG3 that has como to my notice
giving credit to Qen Judahs Brigade
made up of the 5th Ind Cav 14th III
Cav and 1st Ky Cav with a Michigan
battery of four guns in numbers about
1500 men Mosgrove gave him 3000
When Gen Morgan gathered his men
south of tho Cumberland River in lower
Kentucky Gen Judahs army was on the
opposite side below Glasgow nnd would
have pretented Gen Morgan crossing the
river at Iiurksville but was hindered by
high waters in the Kentucky River and
again nt Greon River With this start
Gen Morgan got well under way toward
the Ohio River Seeing he could not head
him off Gen Indah struck for Lonlsvllle
partly by rail but was too late to head
off Morgan in Indiana then took boat for
Cincinnati bnt was again too late as Gen
Morgan had passed on cast through Ohio
Our next move was by boat to Gallipolis
On the eve of the 17th Gen Tudah placed
his men across Morgans track but tho
rebel General declined battle dodged and
marched all night and Friday and arrived
at Bulllngton late Saturday evening with
Gens Ilobson and Jacobs behind him two
to siv miles

Saturday morning Gen Tudah started
for Butlington arrived there without rest
Sunday morning July10 with Co G 5th
Indf in the lend as advance and escort to
the Commanding General and staff with
a section of the Michigan battery This
advance and escort entered the valley from
the hill by a brushwood road barely wide
enough to allow the passing of a wagon
On the right of the road was a field with
corn abont head high in which was an
ambuscade of Morgans mon who permit ¬

ted the advance to come abreast of them
then raised and fired capturing most of
the escort and battery All this happened
before sunup Sinday morning

Xotv was Gen Morgans opportunity to
follow the success of the morning with nn
assault on Gen Judahs column which
was still in the brush and could only ad- -
vancctwo at a time Nor was Morgnns
army surprised they were in line within
easy reach Morgans men seemed satis-
fied

¬

with their capture and turned our
guns against us Judahs army had been
in the saddle for 24 hours without rations
or rest and were exhausted and unpre-
pared

¬

for an assault However as soon
ns the remaining artillery could be brought
to the front with Co B 5th Ind Cay in
the lead we marched to the field to tho
left of the lane and took position in a
wheatfield and opened fire on the rebel
lines drawing all the rebel fire at easy
range At this time the gunboats on the
river began a random fire that hurt no-
body

¬

the shots going over our heads and
landing short of the rebels Co B 5th
Ind Car- - 58 strong commanded by
Lient CoI Butler Geo W Miller says
Co I- - led by Col 0Niel led the charge
against the rebel center pierced and broke
their lines recaptured the Michigan guns
released the prisoners and captured most
of the rebel artillery We put the whole
column to rout and during the day gath ¬

ered in over 1300 rebel prisoners Theso
facts I know as I was there at tho head
of Co B I do not think we lost a man
in this famous charge famous because of
the few who made- - it and the great results
of it It was now near 8 odeck A wjiite
flag was displayed from a hill to the rear
Upon investigation it wns found to be
from Gen Ilobson Union inquiring what
was up and if we needed help Xone was
needed for at this timo there were no
Tcbels In the State of Ohio except a few
hundred that escaped with their leader
All might have been taken had the Ken-
tucky

¬
Union troops been more alert

Gen Tudah lost but few men either
killed or wonnded Gen Morgans men
were forced into the brush and would
come In in companies and squads andgit e themselves up to the first blue coat
they would meet I lined up a score or
two netir a cabin in the brash with a
spring at the foot of the hill Ierhap3
some living men of the gray may remem ¬

ber it A Chaplain in particular I think
if he sees this will remember how I set
him to care for some of their wounded

Gen Judah returned to Gallipolis and
took boat for Louisville Kv After a few
days rest he started for Tennessee and
arrived at Kuowille Sept 1

Terhaps Comrade G W Miller remem-
bers

¬

the east Tennessee campaign particu-
larly

¬

the battle over the village of Blount
ville west of Bristol the charge of the
5th Ind Cav under Col Graham through
burning streets About eight men of Co
B and Co G I think led the charge quito
a distance in advance of the army --We
captured a train of wounded and theirguards leaving two of our number to hold
them The other sit charged ou taking n
section of artillery with artillerymen I
distinctly remember galloping up firing
at tho men on the box riding to the off
wheel horse shooting the man off the near
horse approaching the second set and
serving them the same way also the two
on the leaders and then drove the leaders
into the fence row and brought the whole
to a halt Leaving men to hold these a
Co G man and myself took the lead Ho
soon took a prisoner and stayed with him
I took the road alone I soon ran down
two mounted men and they surrendered
I bade them stand as I wanted to capture
moie It was now about lOoclock and
moonlight T was ncaring Bristol where
the rebel army was going Halt or I
fire I called to a rebel in front of me
He did not halt I raised my pistol
snapped at him no load I had forgotten
to reload Then the nicest chase you ever
saw commenced I ran him to the rear of
a leticntini company got up beside him
with pistol above his head turned him
back and brought him off the field almost
in sisht of Bristol He was a Mai Dunn
of Gen Williamss Cast Tennessee army
His first woids weie What regiment do
you command I answered oth Ind
Cav He looked about and said Where
is your regiment I answered Right
here on this horse He looked astonished
Returning I met the head of our army
about where I left my first two prisoners
I was halted and brought up and told
Col Graham I had driven the rebels into
Bristol ne said they had captured two
prisoners I said I guessed they were
mine as I had left two there When vw
came to them they were refusing to go
saying the man to whom they surrendered
was not present I rode up with my Ma
jor anct tney said There is the man
and both rode out to me I delivered my
three men and horses as prisoners to tho
guard My Captain Leeson was with
the Colonel when I first met him and he
rode up to Maj Dunn and demanded his
spurs a fine pair But I never got a pro-
motion

¬

from Eighth Corporal R M Un
ncntvoon Co B 5th Ind Cav Carding
tou Ohio

Tennessee Officers
The 19th Annual encampment of the De ¬

partment of Tennessee In annual session at
Greenville May 14 elected the following otll
cers Com George W Patten Post 2 S V
C C G IIler Tost 75 J V C H P
suction t ost 14 tieuical Ulrcctor B H
Price ret 2 Chap R S Sampson Post 23
Conncll of Administration W F McCarron
Posf 21 John Trladle Post 45 A J Gahagan Post 2 31 l Milllcan Post 63

Commander Patten has appointed the fol-
lowing

¬

statf A A G Waltou W Trench
A Q 31 G Geo R narlow

Headquarters of the Department have been
established at Room 32 Chamberlain ltulld
Ing Chattanooga Tcnn

Pennsylvania Encampment
The 3Gth Annual Kncampinent of the De¬

partment of Pennsyltanli in session at Get-
tysburg

¬

June 4 and 5 elected the following
officers Ccm R P Scott S V C Edward
L Schroeder York J V C Ignatz Gresaer
Allentowc IedicaI Director 31 11 Hughes
M D Shlekshlnny Chaplain Rev John W
Saycrs I D Reading Council of Adminis-
tration

¬

IS U liengongli Pittsburg John L
Grim Philadelphia Chan Rodebangh Phila ¬
delphia II T Stauwood Philadelphia P U
rmtz Philadelphia

Commander Scott has chosen as Assistant
Adjutant General Charles A Suydam Phil-
adelphia

¬

Assistant Quartermastcr GeBral
Edwin Walton Philadelphia Chief of Staff
A G Williams Batlcr
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